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Low Impact Development
- Overview & Background
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Hydrologic Response 
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Conventional Stormwater 

Management

ÁMinor system for 5-year design storm
- curb and gutter

- catch basins connected to underground pipes

- lots graded to drain to streets

- high-volume runoff, peak flows reduced using wet 
ponds and/or constructed wetlands;

- natural water balance not maintained.

ÁUse ñhardò BMPs like O/G separators.

ÁEnd-of-pipe treatment to mitigate storm 
loadings where feasible or practical.



Proprietary

Oil/Grit

Separators
Hydro International 

Downstream 
Defender

Continuous Deflective 
Separation (CDS)

Vortechnics

Samerator



Why is LID needed?

�Q Conventional stormwater management (i.e. peak flow 
rate control)

ïonly intended for reducing property damage, it does not 
effectively protect streams and ecosystems from frequent 
storm events; 

ïthe cost of maintaining aging and ever-expanding new 
stormwater infrastructure is becoming less affordable. 

�Q Decentralized source controls that maintain the local 
water balance (i.e. volume reduction) protect 
ecosystems better.

�Q LID is an key ingredient to building sustainable 
communities.


